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speeches in which he was praised as “an advocate of
judicial restraint,” and, on the other hand, for his be.
lief that “the Constitution is not 2 fossil frozen in the
past, but aliving document.” Page A18.

A U.S.il Frame-U;; of Nicaragua Charged

1
By STEPHEN ENGELBERG
with ELAINE SCIOLING
Special 1o The New York Tunes-
WASHINGTON! Feb. 3 — A former schior Pan
‘nian official saijd today that the
cret operation in J986 ()
n 3 shipme

.10 arrange
L—Eﬁﬂ-hmwmﬂum@_bwcd
in_El Salvador and falsely linked (o he Nicarapuan Gaov-
erameny, i

The Panamaniarﬁr, José
adviser to Panama’s; milita
Nio Noricga. GencraI;Noricga IS expected 1o be indicted on
drug charges by iamion Friday, Justice
Dcpartment officials said.

Mr. Blandén said’in a telephone interview that the
deal was put 1o, cther by Licuy, i .._North, the
White House aide responsible for funneling aid to the con-
tras during the period when (he Administration was
barred from providing military help 1o (he rebels,

ama-
White House setup a se-
>,

Dismissed as Consul General .

Mr. Blandon wias. recently  dismissed bv General
Noricga as consul reneral in New York, and in an inter-
view with a Panamanibin 1adio slanon he calied on (he
general and his military associates to resign. |

Government o) on-had-1old_in-
2 Lwith Col

Blandén said the arrangement ““could be possible, but in.
dicated he had no direct knowledge of i1,

Mr. Blandon added, “'North and Poindextcr handled
the contra operation like a diclalorship," referring to
Rear Adm. John M. Poindexter, the former national se-
curity adviser, |t You supported the U.S. contras, you
could doanything," he said.

Lawyers for Colone] North have said for the past year
that they would not comment on any matiers. One of them
said tonight that there would be no comment on this or
any othet aspect of the case. -

A Relationship With Casey

An oécrau’on aimed at making it appear that Nicara.
8ua was shipping arms to the Salvadoran gueriljas would
have fulrQled the Reagan Administration’s Iongslandlng
goalof proving the Sandinista Government was exporting
its revolution, The effort collapsed in June 1986 when The
New York{Times published an article reporting illegal ac-
tivities by General Noricga, Mr. Blandon said. "

It was disclosed lasi year that General Noricga had
told Colonel Norih that he was willing 1o mount sabntage
and assassiraiian OpCTations agiumet Nicaragua und 1hat
Colonel Nogth #.:: endorsed the idea of 4 sahotage plan,
But Mr. Blandén's assertions suggest a deeper White
House and Administrution link to General Noricga. :

Mr. Blandén aiso 10ld investigators (hat General
Noriega, who took power in 198 had a relatio D
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The largest Government plant that
makes plutonium for nuclear bombs,
closed and under intense scrutiny in re-
cent’ months because of its resem-
blance to the Chernobyl reactor in the
Soviet Union, will not be reopened, the
Department of Energy has told some
legislators on Capitol Hill.

Bul those who favor reopening the
plant, the N Reactor on the Hanford
Nuclear Reservation in Washington
State, say that the Reagan Adminsra.
tion is divided on the issue and that no
final decision has been made.

The reactor is at the heart of a nu-
clear fuel production chain that em-
Plays 6,400 workers on the Hanford
reservation, nearly all of whom would
presumably lose their jobs  within
months after a permanent shutdown.

Now Closed 14 Months

The' plant has been shut since

December 1986 for what were initially
intended to be six months of safety im-
provements. The supposedly tempo-
rary shutdown came cight months
after the explosion at . Chernoby!,
which," like the Hanford N Reactor,
used graphite to help control the flow of
neutrons that sustain the chain reac-
tion; the standard commercial design
in this country employs water for that
purpose.

The N Reactor was opened in 1963
with a dedication ceremony, presided
over by President Kennedy, that fea-
tured a mock atomic explosion. It was
designed for 20 years of operation and
now, according to several Government
studies, : shows dangerous signs of
aging. “i -

Among the plant's problems is that
radiation has caused the graphite
blocks ‘to swell, until they threaten to
push on the roof, Metal pipes that con-
tain the fuel also show signs of fatigue
that could lead to failure. The reactor
also lacks a system for purging poten-
tially explosive hydrogen gas, and, be-
yond all this, it is designed io dump
radioactive water into dirt outside the
building in certain emergencies.
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with William J, Casey, who was Di-
rector of Central Inteiligence, and once
flew in the plane of a drug smuggler to
Washington in 1983 to confer with him.
It was not known if Mr. Casey knew of
the plan to embarrass the Nicaraguan
Government.

The new details about General Norie-
8a’s cooperation with one of the most
sensitive foreign policy operations are
significant because they could help ex-
plain why senior American officials
were willing to cultivate a rclationship
with the military strongman, even as
American intelligence was document-
ing charges of unsavory arms dealing
and sales of banned technology to
Cuba. Investigators from the Congres-
sional Iran-contra committees exam-
ned in detail the arms shipment that
Mr. Blandon said was to be falsely
inked to the Nicaraguans and found no
unt, in American Government docu-
nents, of such a plan.

It was unclear whether Gencral
Joriega, who' has repeatedly accused
he United States of trying to over-
hrow him to retain control of the
*anama Canal, told Mr. Blandén of the
eported operation in an attempt to dis-
. redit Colonel North or the Reagan Ad-
rinistration. A senior Latin American
iplomat who believes the account-said
e understood that General Noriega

Ithough( had provided derogatory infor-
mation on him to The New York Times.

State Department officials declined
to comment when asked about the rela-
tionship between Panama and the con-
tras.

Another reason for American Gov-
ernment support for General Noriega
is that he has provided a “platform"
for the National Security Agency’s
eavesdropping operations in the re-
gion, according to intelligence officials.
Mr. Blandén, who served as chief
political adviser to General Noriega
when he was head of military intelli-
gence, has provided details of these
and other reported iljegal operations
before the Federa! grand jury in
Miami that is expected to indict the
general on drug charges.

Mr. Blandén is scheduled to testify
next week before the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

Sealed Indictments

Government officials said Mr.
Blandon had provided a wealth of infor-
mation about corruption under General
Noriega and his close military and

.. M .
civilian associates. While General
Noriega's indictment will be made pub-
lic, the indictment of his associates will
remain sealed in the hope that some of
them can be arrested and brought to
triak - - -

Mr. Blandén's secret testimony (o

2ized the ship carrying the weapons
ecause he felt “'betrayed” by Reagan
dministration officials, who hcl

the grand jury and to Senate investiga-
tors, as described by the former consul
general and Government officials, in-

A former consu
‘says an arms deal
was arranged by

North.

ndians Assail Managua Talks

Special to The New York Times

MIAMI, Feb. 3 — Three Miskito In-
an leaders, adopting a hard line
jainst the Sandinistas, have strongly
iticized peace talks conducted with
¢ Managua Government by Brooklyn
‘vera, a Nicaraguan Indian leader.
The three are Stedman Fagoth, di-
ctor of the Miskito group called
tama, and his two colleagues, Wy-
ffe Diego and Osorno Coleman. -MT-
goth called Mr. Rivera a *“‘comrade”
d a “leader” but said the three “‘do
! believe in any necpgotiations'* with
: Sandinistas.
fhe three leaders appeared at a
¥s conference here Tuesday at the
wdquarters  of the Nicaraguan
sistance, the political organization
he anti-Sandinista insurgents.
1r. Fagoth said the timing of Mr. Rj-
a's discussions with Managua was
Hortunate because it provided oxy-
to the Sandinistas and affected ad-

versely the credibility” of those who
oppose such talks. ¢

Mr. Rivera, who heads a nine-mem-
ber Indian delegation, has been con-
ducting peace talks with Interior
Minister Tomas Borge for more than a
week in Managua.

Mr. Fagoth said he and his dissenting
collegues would meet with Mr. Rivera
soon'on the Nicaraguan-Honduran bor-
der to discuss the Miskito movement.

He said that the Miskito-Sandinista
talks had caused a crisis in the Indian
organization and that their timing, on
the eve of the Congressional vote on aid
to the contras, was helping the Sandin-
istas. .

Mr. Coleman, a commander of the
Miskito guerrillas, said there had been
military actions against the Sandinis-
tas in the Atlantic coastal areas recent-
ly, but he did not provide details.

J:

-

e

cludes these disclosures:

9General Noricga maintained a
close personal relationship with Mr.
Casey, who died last ycar., ‘‘Noricga
definitely said he had the support of
Casey,” Mr. Blandon said. He said that
on one occasion, General Noriega flew
to Washington on the private jet owned
by a convicted drug dealer, Stephen M.
Kalish, for a secrct meeting with Mr.
Casey. Mr. Kalish testified before Con-
gress last week that General Noriega
borrowed the jet in November 1983,

4A former intelligence official said

told General Noricga to change his
ways in 1986, Mr. Cascy followed up
with a more conciliatory approach that
undercut the admiral’s message.

9The Salvadoran rebels asked Gen-
eral Noriega in late 1987 10 help them
buy sophisticated weapons, including
American-made Stinger antiaircraft
missiles. General Noricga agreed to
help and later contacted Ricardo
Wheelock, a Sandinista intelligence of-
ficial. Mr. Blandén said he was later
told the weapons had been delivered,
although he said he did not know for
certain whether the shipment included
Stingers or some lesser weapons.

One Veiled Reference

The Congressional Iran-contra com-
mittces looked into the relationship be-
tween General Noricga and Colonel
North, but their report contained only
one veiled reference to the general. It
said that an unidentificd Latin Amer-
ican leader had offered to help with
operations aimed at the contras.
Congressional and Administration
officials disclosed that in fact General
Noriega had told Colonel-North that he
was willing to undertake sabotage
operations and pgssibly assassinations
against Nicaragua. Admiral Poindex-
ter warned Colonel NOrth to stay away
from any assassinations, but he ap-
proved the sabotage idea. The plan
never went forward because the Iran-
contra affair became public and Colo-
nel North was dismissed.

The effort to ship a oti
East German-made arms and.vehicles

tathe Salvadoran guerrilias-also failed,
and it resulted in a series of-confusing

that after Admiral Poindexter sternly v

Up Secret Nicaragua Frame-1
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Mr. Blandén said he learned :
the operation from General Nor
The New York Times article :
General Noriega was publishe
weapons was seized by Pamrma

According to Congressional offic
the shipment was arranged by a $
arms broker who has ties (0 the
French foreign security service. (
nel North’s notebooks do not conta
direct reference to the plan.

The cargo ship passed through L.

une 6 remained there fc
few hours, then steamed northwar.
Panama. When the ship was scized,
bill of lading instructions were for
weapons 1o be delivered to Gen. Ad
Blandon, Chief of Staff of 1 Salviid

armed forces. The general is no re
tion to José L. Blandon.
f—

List for Grand Jury

Mr. Blandén said in the telephone
terview that he had revealed (o 1
grand jury-the names of Gene.
Noriega’s top military and civilian :
sociates. Like the Panamunian lead.
he said, the associates were involved
drug trafficking, _ money-launderi:
and other illegal activitics. He said
did not know if the grand jury intend:
to indict any or all of them. The list
names was published in Panama toxd:
in the newly reopened daily, La Prens

The associates include Marcos
Justines, chief of the General Staff
the Panamanian Defense Forces an
second in command to General Norig
ga; Mayor Nivaldo Madrinan, head
the investigative police and one of th
officials closest to General Norieg:
Luis Cordoba, head of the traffic polic
and former chief of Chiriqui Provinc
who opposition leaders believe was 1
sponsible for the beheading of the opp»
sition leader Dr. Hugo Spadafora

1985; Alberto Purcell, executive secr-
tary of the General Command of 1t:
Defense Forces, and Lorenzo Purce:
head of the Panamanian Air Force. .. ...

Business Fronts Are Named

Mr. Blandén also listed a number «
civilians who he said were involved i:
illegal activities, including the lat
César Rodriguez, who was murdered i
Colombia, and Enrique Pretel, a weli
known jeweler in Panama City.

Under a 1904 extradition treaty b
tween the United States and Panan,
neither country is requiréd to har:
oVver its citizens for extradition, so tt:.
indictments against General Norieg
and his associates could resull in

stories about the travels. of_a_ Danish

"

restsonly if they are out of the country
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